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small in order to leave the widest possible sphere
to energy and enterprise. Therefore, if England
becomes temporising in her policy, if her best literary
work is circumscribed to the criticism of style, and
the construction of literary mosaics ; if her wealth
is more and more withdrawn from speculative ad-
ventures ; if her industry is less and less originative ;
if her people appear to be losing the impulse to
better themselves outside of England, or are denied
the opportunity, we may surely assume that these
changes will be accompanied by a transformation
of character. Crushed or cowed by the forces that
surround him, the Englishman will invoke the aid
of the State. Universal suffrage, which was inevit-
able, has given him the machinery for moulding all
the forces of government to his purpose, and he will
in all likelihood employ them to introduce an ex-
tended socialism of the Australian type. It is quite
possible that these changes will be worked out slowly,
temperately, and wisely. There is no reason why
they should be attended with any forcible confisca-
tions of property or cancelling of national obligations.
It is conceivable that the soil of England and
Scotland might be bought back from its present
proprietors, as different statesmen have proposed the
soil of Ireland should be, by the creation of a large
three per cent stock, the interest on which should be
paid by a peasant proprietary. The coal-mines of
England might be resumed in the same way, and
worked for the State. The question is not whether
these changes are desirable and would answer the
ends expected, b.ut whether they are not possible and
even likely. The case assumed is, that the races of
Europe have very nearly reached the extreme limit